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9.30 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
 > Prof. Martino Stierli and Prof. Tristan Weddigen 
 (University of  Zürich)

SECTION 1: 
 
9.45 POINTS OF VIEW: ARCHITECTURE DISPLAYS AND THE
 AUDIENCE IN THE EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY
 > Prof. Wallis Miller (University of  Kentucky / Lexington,  
 USA) 

10.30 ARCHITECTURE‘S HUMANIST TURN, MILAN 1951: 
 PROPORTIONAL SYSTEMS VERSUS MEASURE OF MAN
 > Prof. Eeva-Liisa Pelkonen (Yale School of  Architecture  
 / New Haven, USA) 
 
11.15  COFFEE & TEA 
 
11.45 THE WINDOW AND THE WORLD: ARCHITECTURALLY   
 FRAMED VIEWS. FROM STATIUS TO PALLADIO
 > Prof. Gerd Blum (Kunstakademie Münster / Germany)
 
12.30 LUNCH BREAK
 
SECTION 2:
 
14.00 THE MUSÉE CHARLES X AT THE LOUVRE AND ITS 
 STAIRCASE: SPATIALITY, TEMPORALITY, INSTRUCTION 
 AND IMMERSION
 > Prof. Caroline van Eck (Universiteit Leiden / The   
 Netherlands)   
14.45 A MOMENT OF DISEQUILIBRIUM: PAINTINGS REJECTED  
 AND COLLECTED
 > Dr. Gail Feigenbaum (The Getty Research Institute / 
 Los Angeles, USA) 
 
15.30 COFFEE & TEA
 
16.00 THE FAÇADE AS IMAGE
 > Prof. Andreas Beyer (Universität Basel / Switzerland) 
16.45  DISCUSSION

PROGRAM FRIDAY 26. SEPTEMBER 2014



The international workshop The Space of  Display seeks to explore 
the complex interdependencies between the display of  objects and 
their spatial containers. Concepts of  framing and displaying are pi-
votal to the history of  western painting, but how do these concepts 
extend to the architectural space surrounding the objects on display? 
On the one hand, our inquiry sets off  from the assumption that ar-
chitecture has served as an apparatus of  display throughout history, 
and that this aspect has indeed been a crucial aspect of  architectural 
thinking and design in various epochs and building typologies. On 
the other hand, we aim to explore the meaning of  “display” not only 
in terms of  the presentation of  images and works of  art, but also 
address the demonstrative functions of  pictures and artifacts them-
selves. Our objective is to investigate visual display with particular 
regard to its spatial dimension, and to theorize different forms of  
spatial display in terms of  both aesthetic efficacy and their specific 
historical conditions.

Six international scholars from art and architectural history will dis-
cuss spatial and architectural devices of  display in a historical per-
spective, parergonal aspects of  framing and the display of  visual 
artifacts, and motifs of  framing and transgression in the work of  art. 
The guiding questions of  our discussion are: What is architectural 
about the cultural technique of  display? What is the architectural lan-
guage of  display, and how has it been developed and adapted under 
changing historical conditions? 

THE SPACE OF DISPLAY



The Space of  Display is a joint initiative by the NCCR Mediality re-
search project The Art of  the Display and the Swiss National Science 
Foundation Professorship project Architectures of  Display. It is co-
organized by the research groups of  Prof. Dr. Martino Stierli and Prof. 
Dr. Tristan Weddigen in collaboration with the Swiss Institute for Art 
Research (SIK-ISEA). The event is open and free to the public.

Date: Friday 26. September 2014
Place: Schweizerisches Institut für Kunstwissenschaft / Swiss Institute  
for Art Research (SIK-ISEA), Zollikerstrasse 32, CH-8032 Zürich
Info: http://www.sik-isea.ch/
Contact and RSVP: Ms. Nadine Helm at nadine.helm@uzh.ch no later 
than 23. September 2014 
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